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1 National Journal 


(For Rules of the House 0 Representatives, See folo 129.) 


THE CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION, EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 
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SENATE. 
Monday, December 29, 1823.—Nineteenth day. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented and re- 
ferred. 

Sundry persons of the city and county of Philadelphia, praying a 
revision of the tariff;—By Mr. Finptay. [Commerce and Manu- 
factures.] 

Certain underwriters and merchants of the city of Baltimore, re- 
lating to claims for depredations on their property committed by 
the F-ench;—By Mr. Sairx. [Foreign Relations. | 

Sundry citizens of Abbeville, South Carolina, praying the esta- 
blish vent of mail stages on a certain route named in the petition‘ 
—By Mr. Hayne [Post Office and Post Roads. ] 

Sundry persons praying confirmation of their titles to certain 
tracts of land;—By Mr. Kina, of Ala. [Public Lands.} , 

John Forbes, praying the passage of an act to release him from 
prison ;—By Mr. Barron. [Judiciary.] 

On motion of Mr. Macon, the petition of Hadrianus Van Noor- 
den, heretofore laid on the table, was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. Hayne submitted the following, which was read: Resolved, 
That the Committee on Naval Affairs he instrncied to inquire inio 
the expediency of establishing a Navy Yard at Charleston, S. ©. 
for the building and repairing of sloops of war and other vessels o. 
an inferior class. (1) 

Mr. Kine, of Ala; offered the following, which was read: Re 
solved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed to in 
quire into the expediency of granting a pre-emption to one quarter 
section of Jand, to each of the counties of Bibb, Conecuh, Henry, 
Pike, and Covington, in the state of Alabama, for the location oi! 
their respective sites of Justice. (2) 

In pursdance of notice heretofore given, Mr. Miuus asked, and 
obtained leave to introduce the following joint resolution : 





Resolved, &c, That the following amendment to the Constitution of the }; 


United States*be proposed to the legislatures of the several States; which, when 
ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of the States, shall be valid, to all 
intents and purposes, as part of said Constitution : 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for two 
persons, of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for, aud of the 
number of votes fur each; which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit, 
sealed, to the seat of Government of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate. The President of the Sendte shall, in the presence of the Senate 
and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes shall then 
be counted. ‘The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the Presi- 
dent, if such number be a majcrity of the whole oumber of Electors appointed ; 
and if there be more than one who have stich majority, and bave an equal 
number of votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately choose, 
by ballot, one of them for President; and if no person have a majority, then, 
from the five highest on the list, the said House shall, in like manner, choose the 
President. But, in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, ihe 
répreséntation from each State having one vote. A quorum for this purpose shall 
consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, and a majority 
of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice in every case, afterthe choice of 
the Président, the person having the greatest number of votes of the Electors, 
shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have 


‘equal votes, the Senate shall choose from them, by ballot, the Vice president. 


* "Mr. Van Buren, also, obtained leave to introduce the following 
resolation : 

* Resolved; &e. That the following amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States be proposed to ihe Legislatures of the several states: 

The Electors of President and Vice President of the United States shall be 
chosen by the people of the several states, in districts equal in number to the 
number of electors to which each.state is entitled, to be composed of contiguous 
territory, and as near as may be, equal in the number of persons to be repre- 


sented, or of persons qualifid to vote for men.bers of the most numerous branch | 
' of the state Legislature. ‘Ihe qualification of the voters at such election shall 


be the same as is required of electors for the most numerous branch of the state 
legislature. ~The electors of President and Vice President, convened at the 
time and place appointed by law, for the purpose of giving in their votes, shall 
have power, in case any of them fail to attend, to choose an elector or electors, 


in the place of him or them so failing to attend. Congress may determine the 
time of choosing the electors, the day or days on which they sha!l.give their 
votes, which shall be the same throughout the United States. But the authority 
to divide the states into districts for the choice of electors; to direct the electio. 
to be held; to prescribe the manner thereof, except as to the time of holding the 
same, and the qualifications cf the voters; and the place of meeting of the 
electors aforesaid, is reserved, exclusively, to the legislature of the severa! 
states. 

If, upon counting the votes for President and Vice President, in the manner 
directed by the Constitution, it shall appear that no person has a majority of the 
whole number of the electors chosen, it stiall be the duty of the President of the 
Senate, forthwith, to notify the President of the United States thereof; who 
shall, immediately, by proclamation, and also by notification to the Executives 
of the several states, publish the number of votes given to each Person as presi-~ 
dent ; whereupon, the Electors shall again meet on the day which shall have 
been, by law, appointed for that purpose, with the like power of supplying va- 
cancies, and vote for one of the two persons as President, who shall have re- 
ceived, at the first meeting.of the electors, the greatest number of votes for such 
office ; or, if it should happen that more than two persons have received the 
greatest, and also an equal number of votes, the said electors shall vote for one 
oi them as President. The said electors shall thereupon transmit one of the lists, 
to be made at their first meeting, and also that made at their second meeting, 
signed and certified by them, to the seat of the Government of the United States, 
directed to the President of the Senate, to be proceeded upon as the constitution 
has prescribed, except that the person having the greatest number of votes at 
the second meeting of the said electors shall be the President. But, if two or 
more persons shall have received the greatest and an equal number of votes at 
the second meeting of the said electors, the House of Representatives shall ehoose 
ont of them for President of the United States, as now prescribed by the con- 
stitution. 

|-oth resolutions were referred to the select committee to whom 


the other propositions for amending the Constitution, have been 
referred. 

The bills from the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Loudon Chase and Breintnell Robbins, and the bill respecting half 
pay pensions to widows and orphans of those who have fallen in 
the service of the country, were severally twice read, and appro~ 
priately referred. 

The resolutions offered on Friday last, by Mr. Barton, Mr. 
Jounson of Lou. and Mr. Noete, (fol. 99,) were again severally 
read, and agreed to. ¥ 

The resolution offered on Friday, by Me Earon, providing for 
the biennial elections of the officers of the Senate, (fol. 99,) was 
postponed till to-morrow. , 

The bill to revive and continue in force certain acts relative to 
tonnage, was taken up for cousideration*. 








* Mr. Smitu, from the Cowmittee of Finance, said—On the adoption of the 
Constitution of the United States, it was soon perceived that the navigation of 
the country was prostrated ; and that our trade was carried on, almost exclu- 
sively, by foreign shipping. Under these circumstances, it became necessary 
| that Coogress should adopt some measure to give encouragement to our own 
shipping ; and a law, proposing to give our commerce the necessary advanta- 
ges over that of foreign nations, in our own ports, was passed. This law esta- 
pdlished a tonnage duty of six cents on the American vessel, and fifty cents on 
tne foreign, and also an import duty of 10 per cent. in favour of the shipping 
of the United States. These two provisivms, it was then believed, would ope- 
tate so favorably, as to induce American merchants to build vessels, and this 
expectation was abundantly realized. The commerce of the country made 
such rapid progress under the system, as to render it very little necessary. All 
the expected advantages were reaped from this law, so long as the principle re+ 
mained untouched by foreign nations. But, their attention was fiually turned 
towards it. England observed the great advantages that resulted trom our 
discriminating duties; and, ina subsequent treaty with us, she reserved to 
herselfthe right to countervail these duties, which she afterwar's did. At the 
time she instituted’ her countervailing duties, our then minister in England 
wrote a letter to the government, suggesting the propriety of taking some mea- 
sures on the subject, before England had time to taste the sweets of this policy. 
About the year 1501 the subject was brought forward in Congress, and the ne- 
cessity of doing away all countervailing duties, by admitting, on terms of reci- 
procity, the vessels of all gations who were willing to adopt the same policy in 
regard to us, wasexplained, But, the attempt did not succeed ; people could 
not be made to extend their views to the time when the European wars should 
cease, and the nations left free te retort upon us, for our discriminating system, 
But, at last, the peace of Amiens took place, and that event opened the eyes 
of our people It showed us that British ships would get all the employment 
while we retained our discriminating law. ‘They could carry goods the whole 
amount of freight cheaper than our vessels. War again commenced; and, s0 
long as it continued, our system did us no harm. But when peace again return. 
ed, it was soon found what would be the result of our policy. It was in 1815, 
. that the act passed repealing all discriminating duties on the vessels of those na- 


————— eee 








tions which would admit ours on terms of reciprocity. Mr. 8S. enumerated sub- 
sequent laws which had passed, defining the operation of the act, in relation to 
| dur trade with the colonies of other countries, with the Hanse Towns, &c, [pn 
| the last act, they had all been continued in operation till the Ist of January, 
' 4825, and the law now before the Senate, proposed still to continue them in 
force. ‘The law which was passed, introducing the principle of reciprocity jn 
| regard to the Netherlands, was met by their government with a correspopding 
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Mr. Haywe moved that the further consideration of the dubject 
be postponed till to-morrow, which was agreed to. Adjourned. 


Tuesday, December 30th, 1823.— Twentieth day. 


Mr. Rvuecxes, from the Committee on Claims, made an un- 
favourable report on the petition of J. W. Smith; which was or- 
dered to be Printes. 

Mr: Rucexes, from the same Committee, reported the bill from 
the other House, for the relief of Jeremiah Manning, of New-Jer- 
sey, without amendment. 

Mr. Kinc, of New-York, presented the petition of William 
Vaughn, praying compensation for services performed. Referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Eaton, on Friday last providing 
for the biennial election of the officers of the Senate, was again 
taken up, modified by the mover, and postponed till to-morrow. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Hayne, (1) was again 
read, and agreed to. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Kinc, of Alabama, (2) 
was again read, and agreed to. 

The bill to revive and continue in force certain acts relating to 
discriminating duties on imports and tonnage, was taken up, as in 
Committee of the Whole.* ‘The bill, as submitted by the Com- 
mittee of Finance, was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. By general 
consent, the bill afterwards had its third reading, was passed, and 
sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Collier was postponed till 
to-morrow. ’ 

‘The bill for the relief of Thomas W. Bacot, the Postmaster at 
Charleston, S. C. was taken up as in Committee of the Whole.} It 
was reported to the Senate, without amendment, and passed to a 
- third reading. 

Mr. Exxiorr offered the following, which was read: Resolved, 
"That the President of the United States be requested to cause an 
application to be made to the British government, through our 
minister at that Court, for a correct list of the names of such persons 
as may have been paid, with the sums received by each, for lands 
held*by them in the’Floridas previous to the treaty of 1783, and of 


which they were deprived, on the transfer of that territory to Spain, || 


by virtue of the said Convention. (1) The Senate then Adjourned. 
Wednesday, December 31st, 1823.— Twenty-first day. 


Mr. Cuanpuer presented the petition of Joseph C. Boyd, a di- 


vision paymaster at Castine during the late war, stating that, on | 


account of the Joss of papers, he is prevented from settling his 
accounts with the War Department ; and praying an act of Con- 
gress for his relief. Referred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr: Van Beunen, from the Committee on the Judiciary, report- 
ed the. bill, supplementary to an act to relieve certain persons 
from prison, with the amendment thereto, as adopted by the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. Barsour, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, sub- 
mitted a report on the petition of Francis Henderson, jun. with a 
bill for his relief. ‘I'he petitioner, for himself and family, claims 
compensation for certain military and diplomatic services render- 
ed to this government, by his grandfather, the late Colonel John 
Laurens. [The bill reported by the committee grants the sum of 
$23,500, in full for those services.] ‘The report was read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Jounson, of Lou. called up the petition of Col. Alexander 
A. White, which was presented at the last session : and on mo- 
tion of Mr. J. it was referredto the Committee on Public 


Lands. 


spirit—bat they have since made a law of a discriminating nature, from the sup- 
position that we intended to give up the system of reciprocity Mr. S. had 
been informed by their Charge de Affeires, that the revival of this act on our 
part, would produce the repeal of their late law. The importance of acting 
immediately on this subject, in consequence of the proximity of the period when 
the former acts in relation to it would expire, Mr. S. said had induced him to 
present the objects of the bill to the Senate at this time. 

Mr. Fioxp, of Mass, Mr. Kine, of N. Y. and Mr. Haxwe; of S. C. follow- 
ed, Mr. Smith. 

* Some discussion took place in regard to the details of the bill, in which 
Messrs. Macon, Hotmes, of Maine, Sm1tu, Bewrey, Barzourn, Lioxp, of 
Massachusetts, Brown, and Ha¥N®, participated. 

+ Mt. Haywe stated that the object of the bill was merely to refund to the 
Postmaster the sum of $300, which he had paid as a reward for the arrest of a 
mail robber, and which he could not receive from the proper department, be~ 





Mr. Mrtus presented the memorial of ‘Amasa, Stetsoa, ‘stating 
that he was a deputy commissary during the late war—that, in { 
performance of the duties appertaining to his office, he had, at a if- 
ferent times, advanced moneys from his own funds, for the use 
the government, and prays that he may be allowed interest ons 
advancées ; and also that he may be indemnified for losses wh’ 
he sustained by the depreciation of Treasury notes received from 
the government. Referred to the Commitiee on Claims. 


on the Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for an additional compensation to Postmas- 
ters for stamping ship letters ; which was read, and laid over for 
| consideration. i 


Mr. Earon presented the petition of the Executors of Reeson 





‘war. Referred to the Committee on. Claims. 
| ‘The bill from the other House, for the relief of Thomas W. Ba- 
cot, Postmaster at Charleston, S. C., was read the third time, and 
| PASSED. 

The resolutions, offered on Friday last, by Mr. Eaton, res- 
pecting the election of the officers of the Senate, were taken up 


by ballot of the Senate, such of the offices as may hereafter be- 
come vacant, was agreed to. The second, which provides for the 
biennial election of the Secretary of the Senate, Sergeant-at- Arms 
and Doorkeeper, Assistant Doorkeeper, together with the principal 
and engrossing Clerks, was postponed till Friday next. 

The bills from the House of Representatives, * Sor the relief of 
Jacob Babbit 3 «for the relief of Wm, Bartlett, John Stearns, Na- 
thanicl Barber, and others; “to repeal, in part, an act enlilicd an 
act to lessen the compensation for Marshals, Clerks, and Attorne,,:,im 
the cases therein mentioned ;’ were severally read twice, and appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr. Barzour submitted a resolution providing for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee of both Houses, to present to their re- 
spective Houses all such acts of Congress as may expire during 
the session, and which the public service may require to be renew- 
ed ; (1) which resolution was read. and laid over for consideration. 

The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Extiorz, (1) was 
again read and agreed to.* 

The bill from the House, for the relief of Charles M. Collier, was 
jtaken up as in Committee of the Whole, reported to the Senate 
| Without amendment, and passed to a third reading. 
| The bill for the relief of Jeremiah Manning, of New-Jérsey, was 
‘postponed till Friday next. 

F It was ordered, that, when the Senate does adjourn, it will ad- 
|journ till Friday next. 

| On motion of Mr. Banpour, the Senate then proceeded to the con- 
, sideration of Executive business; and, some time after, Adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wednesday, December 24, 1823.—Seventeenth day. 
[CONTINUED FROM FOLIO 107.] 


Mr. M‘Durrie gave notice that, on the second Monday in Janu- 
ary, he would move for the consideration of the report yesterday 
_ made by him, proposing certain amendments to the Constitution of 
ithe United States. 
| The bill to continue for five years longer the half-pay pensions 
_to the widows and children of officers, seamen, and marines, of the 
| Navy, who bave died in service, passed through a committee of the 
Whole without debate, was reported to the House, and ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 








* Mr. E. said, that the object of his resolution would probably. be apparent 
to the Senate—that it would be recollected that the Floridas were formerly in 
possession of the Biitish government, while we were colonies of that country ; that, 
upon the transfer of the Floridas to Spain, it had been stipulated that suth Bri- 
tish subjects as choSe to remain there, should be permitted to doso ; but that a 
great proportion of those subjects had abandoned that country, and removed to 
Great Britain, and had since been compensated for the property they left there. 
But some others had removed to the United States; preferring to share the diffi- 
culties of our Revolution, and the subsequent blessings of our government; some 
of those persons had never received any compensation for the property they left, 
and it had now become necessary to decide upon their claims to lands in Florida. 
This could not be done correctly, without the information referred te in the re- 
solution which was now ander consideration. The heirs of many of these persons 





cause the expenditure did not come within the strict letter of his instructious. 





had come forward with their claims, and this information was wanted, to guard 
| against imposition. 


Mr. Knicur submitted a resolution, instructing the Committee — 


Rollins, praying compensation for boats impressed during the late 


for consideration. ‘The first resolution, which provides for filling 
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The House went into a Committee 
in the chair, on the bill for the.relief of Breintnell Robbins, (fo: 
Joss in a contract for building boate at Pittshurg, to be delivered ai 
Cleaveland, in Ohio.) The bill was reported without amendment, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, Mr. Connicr 
in the chair, on the bill for the relief of Loudon Chase. Mr, Rica, 
from the Committee of Claims, having explained the circumstan- 
ces of this claim, the bill was reported without amendment: and 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. And then the House 
adjourned to Friday. 


Friday, December 26, 1822.—Eighteenth day. 


Mr. Wairtuescy, from the Committee of Claims, made an un- 





of the Whole, Mr. TAvton j) 


Monday, December'29, 1823—Nineteenth day. 


‘Mr. Wiiurams, from the Committee of Claims, made an unfa- 


‘worable report onthe petition of Joseph L. M‘Pherson, in which 


the House concurred. 

Mr. Wauttcesey, from the same committee, made an unfavor- 
able report on the petition of John M‘Lean, in which the House 
concurred ; aod reported a bill for the relief of William P,. Nimmo ; 
which was read twice and committed. 

On mition of Mr. Rankin, the Committee on Public Lands was 
diseharged from the consideration of the petition from Michigan 
‘Territory for a road from Fort Meigs to Detroit, and it was refer- 
red to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The resolution presented by Mr. Ran«tn, on Priday, (1) was 
taken. up, and afterwards, on motion of Mr. ‘Payson, laid on the 





favorable report on the petition of Enos Terry, which, by his de- 
sire, was laid on the table. 

Mr. Soave, from the Committee of Elections, made a report 
on the election of John Bailey, a member of this House : and ask- 
ing for power to send for testimony ; which leave was granted 
nem. con. me 

On motion of Mr. Waite: Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of discontinuing the mail route leading trom Shelby- 
ville to New Castle, in Kentucky, and to direct the mail to be 
conveyed from Frankfort to New Castle, twice in each week. 

On motion of Mr. WcKim, the report from the Secretary of State, 
respecting sick and disabled American seamen admitted into the 
Hospitals at Liverpool, which had prevously been laid on the table, 
was referred to the Committee on Comm: rce. ; 

On motion of Mr. Wayne: Resolved. That the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of fixing, by law, the nett amount of anaual income, which 
shall disqualify any applicant from being placed on the pension 
list, under the acts of March 18th, 1818, and May Ist, 1820. 

Mr. Ranxtn, submitted the following: Resolved, ‘That the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office be directed to inform this 
House if the situation of his office and the public interest requires 
an additional number of clerks to be employed therein, and if so, 
what number, and for what length of time their services will be 
required. (1) 

The engrossed bills ‘‘ extending the half pay pensions of officers, 
widows,” &c. “ for the relief of Breintwal Robbins,” for the relief 
of Loudon Case,” were severally read a third time, passeD, and 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

The engrossed bill for the relief of Jacob Schaeffer, was then 
vead a third time; and the question being on the passage of the 
bill— 

Mr. TAytor moved that it be recommitted to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, with instructions ** to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of so amending the same, as to provide for the allowance 
of bounty land to the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
the United States’ Army, and to their representatives, who en- 
listed for five years or during the war, and were honorably dis- 
charged previous to the expiration of the respective terms of their 
enlistment.* 

The question, on the passage of the bill, was rEsEcTED by the 
following vote : 

YEAS—79—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Tena. Allen, Tenn, Archer, Ball, Baylies, 
J. S. Barbour, Bartley, Beecher, Blair, Brown, Buckner, Burleigh, Campbell, of 
Ohio, Collins, Condict, Conner, Crowninshield, Culpeper, Dwight, twards, Penn. 
Ellis, Floyd, Foote, N. Y. Forsyth, Garrison, Gazlay, Gist, Gurley, Hamilton, Hemp- 
hill, Henry, Hooks, Houston, Isacks, Johnson, of Va. F. Johnson, Ken. Lawrence, 
Leftwich, Letcher, Locke, Long, M‘Kean, M‘Lean, of Ohio, 


Mallary, Marvin, 
Moore, of Ky. Neale, Newton k 


Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer, of Penn. Reynolds, 
Richards, Saunders, Sanford, Sharpe Sibley, Sloane, Arthur Smith, Alex, Smyth, 
Wm. Smith, Standiter, J. Pah a Strong, Thompson, of Geo. Trimble, Tucker, 
of S.C. Tyson, Vance, of Ohio, Van Rensselaer, Webster, Wh 
White, Williams, of N. Y. Wilson, of N: ¥. Wilson, of 8. C. and Wilson, of Ohio. 
NWAYS—85—Messrs. Alexander, of Va. Allen, of Mass. Allison, Bailey, Barber, 
of Conn. Bartlett, Bassett, Bradley, Breck, Buck, Cady, Cambreleng, Curter, Cary, 
Cassedy, Clark, Cobb, Cocke, Cook, Crafts, Craigs Cushman, Day, Durfee, Dwinell, 
Edddy, Foot, of Conn. Frost, Fuller, Gatlin, Hall, Harris, Harvey, Hayden, Her- 
kimer, Hobart, Hogeboom, Holcombe. Jenkins, Kremer, 
fieid, Livermore, M‘Arthur, M‘Coy,. M‘Duffie, M‘Kim, Mangum, Martindale, 
Matlack; Matson, Miller, Mitchell, of Penn, Moore, of Alab, Nelson, O’Brien, 
Owen, Patterson, of Pean. Plumer, of N.H. Randolph, Rankin, Reed, Rich, Rives, 
Ross, Spaight, Spence, Sterling, Stewart, Stoddard, Swan, Taylor, Ten Eyck, 
Thompson, of Ken. Todd, Tomlinson, Udree, Vance, of N. C.. Van Wyck, Vinton, 
Wayne, Whitman, Williams, of Va. Williams, of N.C. Heary, Wilson, Wood , 
Woods, Wright. 
Adjourned 





table.* 

Mr. Hoceroom offered the following : Resolved, That the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire whether any, 
aad, if any, what,further provisions ought to be made-by law relative 
to the Military Academy at West Point—the question being taken 
on this resolution, it was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Srrone, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of restoring the name of Archibald Jackson to the Pension Roll. 

On motion of Mr. Haypen, Resolved, That the committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads be instricted to inquire into. the 
expediency of establishing by law, a mail route, onthe anal from 
Rochester, in the county of Monroe, and state of «New-York, to 
Buffaloe, in the county of Erie. Also, a mail route, from Roehes- 
ter, in the county of Monroe, and state of New-York, to Genesee, 
in the county of Livingston. 

On motion of Mr. Fioyp, Resolved, That.a committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the expediency of occupying the Columbia 
or Oregon river, and to regulate the intercourse with the Indian 
tribes ; and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. Cameserr, Resolved, That the Commitiee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of providing, by law that every Postmaster intend- 
ing to resign his appointment, shall give a reasonable notice, at 
his office, of such his inténtion.} 

Mr. Hamitton offered the following, which was ordered to lie 
one day for consideration: Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a Navy Yard, either at Beaufort, or Charleston, S.C. for the 





Sterling, Wright, Livermore, Kremer, Rankin, and Cook ; and advocated by 
Messrs. W. Smith, and A. Smyth, (of Virg.) Campbell, (of Ohio.) Mallary, 
Houston, Webster, and Storrs. ‘ 

The general grounds on which this bill was opposed, were, that it was unfair 
to make a difference between the case of this soldier and so many others who 
were discharged under similar circumstances, If any act was passed, it ought 
to be a general one—that Schaeffer could not claim #ither On the ground of his 
own services, or those of Sharpe, because in his own person, he had not served 
the five years for which he had enlisted, and had, besides, expressly covenant- 
ed to relinquish his bounty Jand ; and the transfer of Sharpe’s warrant to him 





ipple, Whittlesey, | 


Lathrop, Lincoln, Litch- }} 


t was directly in the face of an express law prohibiting such transfers. If this 


petition should be granted, there was nothing tu hinder all the soldiers who, at 
| the close of the war had relinquisted their bounty land fer the sake of a dis- 
charge, from still demandingjit, even although (as was the ease with some) they 
| had served but a few weeks. The petitioner had not obtained, what the law 
expressly demanded, an “ honorable dischatge,” with “ a certificate of having 
faithfully performed bis duty.” 

The ground taken by the advocates of the bill was, that Shaeffer had fulfil- 
|ed his contract with Government, having served till discharged ; that bis dis- 
| charge was to be considered as an ‘‘ honorable” one, since nothing appeared to 
| the contrary ; and that his relinquishment of his bounty land was void ia law, 
| the officers having no right to interpose con#itions on the discharge of ® saldier ; 
,such an act, under the circumstances, being an unfair advantage taken of his 
| Situation. 


| .*Mr. RANKIN stated that, owing to neglect on the part of the former Coin- 
| missioner of the Land Office, the business of that office had fallen into much con- 
| fusion. Many maps were wanting, which could not be bad; the only draftsman 
/-in the office having more than be could possibly attend to. If a few assistants 
were employed to bring up the arrears of business, not only might they be soon 
| dispensed with again, but some of the clerks, now necessary, mightbe also dis- 
| pensed with. 
| (Mr. TAxLor, objected, not to the object in view, but{to’the mode of attain- 
| ing it. ‘The House was not in the habit of applying té'@0bordinate officers, but 
to the Heads of Departments for the information they required’ Tf the motion 
was in the form of a resolution, directing the employment of the requisite assis- 
tants, he would vote for it ; but, as it stood, he must move that it lie on the table. 
+Mr. CAMPBELL, stated, in support of this resolution, that Postmasters are 
how in the practice of resigning secretly, and recommending @ successor ; whose 








\ *On the principle of this bill a debate arose, which occupied the whole day ; 
im the course of which, the claim was opposed by Messrs. Zaylor, Koss, 
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appointment -is often the first mtimation any body receives of the futention of 
the predecessor to resign, 
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a smaller class, in the Navy ofthe United States: (1) 

Mr, Coox submitted the following: Resolved, ‘That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be directed te-communicate to this House a 
statement, showing the amount of money remaining to be paid by 
the purchasers of Public Lands, prior to the first day of July, 1820 ; 
designating the amount due for lands purchased in each State. (2) 

On motion of Mr. Farrerry, Resolved, ‘hat the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed tu inquire into the organization and 
number of the Engineer corps, and ascertain whether any altera- 
tion be necessary in the same.* 

On motion of Mr. Ricuanp, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Roads and Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
opening a road between Mount Clemens, in the county of Macomb, 
and Fultonville, near the mouth of Pine Rjver, in the county of 
St. Clair, in the territory of Michigan.+ 

A message was received from the Senate, stating, that they had 
passed the bill furnishing the territory of Arkansas with a list of 
the military bounty lands therein. 

On motion of Mr. Srorns, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amend- 
ing the 30th section of the act, entitled * An act to establish the 
Judicial Court of the United States,” passed September 24, 1789. 

‘The House then passed to the orders of the day ; and went into 
committee of the whole, (Mr. Saaree in the chair,) on the report 
of the Committee of Claims unfavorable to the petition of Garret 
Fountain. 

Mr. ''yson, of New York, moved to amend the report, by strik- 
ing out the word “not,” in that part of it which recommends that 
the prayer of the petitioner shall not be granted;{ the amend- 
ment was adopted, ayes 88, noes 59. ‘The Committee rose, the 
House concurred in the amendment, when, on motion of Mr. T'y- 
SON, the amended report was recommitted to the Committee of 
Claims, with instructions to bring in a bill pursuant thereto. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Snares | 
in the chair) on the bill for the relief of Jacob Babbitt, which was 
read, together with the accompznying report of the Committee of 
Claims, reported without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

‘he House then went into Committee of the Whole (Mr. La. 





Judiciary, viz: a bill “repealing, in part, the act to lessen the 


of the United Ststes ;” and an act ‘concerning costs in certain 
cases, 
The first of these bills being taken up, it was agreed to. 





*Mr. F. observed, that the President, in his Message, informed. the House 
that the Engineer Corps bad been extensively employed, during the last sum- 
iner, on Lake Erie, on the waters of the Ohio, and on the Atlantic coast; and 
if he was not mistaken in his recollection, an honorable gentleman (Mr. Cockk, ) 
from Tennessee, has proposed the employment of them to explore the waters in 
Tennessee, for the purposes of canals. It is contemplated still further:to em- 
ploy them, in examining the routes for canals between the waters of the Ohio 
and the Potomac, and those of Lake Erie-and the Ohio. Perhaps at the time 
the corps was organized, these additional duties were not contemplated, and, as 
now organized, they may be imadequate to the performance of them. The 
primary objects, of erecting fortifications on the frontiers, might have been then 
only contemplated: these could only be used in time of war. But these se- 
condary objects mentioned, which can be used in the calm of peace, might not 
have been thought of. 

[tThe object of this resolution, as stated by the, mover, is to open a road into 
the public lands, that they may be the sooner sold and settled. ] 

t It appeared from the fact stated in the debate on the adoption of this amend- 
went, in which Messrs. Sharpe, Woods, and Buck, advocated, and Messrs. 
‘Coy, and Williams, opposed the claim, that Gariet Fouptain, the petitioner, 
was agent toa contractor for furnishing provisions for the troops at the Nar- 
rows near New York, on Long Island. ‘There being no public store, he applied 
jor and obtained permission from General Dearborn, to erect a store at his own 
expense, on the public ground, at the post. The building cost him $1,000; 
when he ceased to be an agent, he offered the store to the government at a rent 
of $150, which was refused, and Gen. Dearborn ordered the deputy Qurter- 
master to take possession of the store, and allow Fountain 100 per annum. 
‘The Government occupied the store for three and an half years,and the present 
claim is for that rent... It was refused at the Treasury for want of a law recog- 
nizing the payment@f.rent by the United States fora store house, the law only 
providing that at evéry permaneut post a store house shall be built at the pub- 
lic expense. The claim was advocated on the ground of its equity and legality, 
and resisted on the plea that as this was not a permanent but a temporary post, 


building, repairing, and equipment of sloops of war, and vessels of | 








Titrop in the chair) on two: bills reported by the Committee on the || 


compensation to Clerks, Marshals, and Attorneys, in the Courts | 
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contractors must put up sach buildings as they wanted on their own expense. 

) This bill provides, * That so much of the act, passed on the 18th day of 
April, 1814, entitled “ An act to lessen the compensation for Marshals, Clerks; 
and Attorneys, in the cases therein mentioved,’ as prohibits the allowance of 
daily compensation to Marshals and Attorneys in the districts in said act men- 
tioned, be, and the same hereby, is repealed; and that there hereafter be allow- 
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- The « bill concerning costs in certain cases,’”* a 


w. 

by the Committee, and on motion ot Mr. Tayron, of N. 
ed so that the minimum should be reduced to$30.._.. Sls 003 ae ag 

The Committee then rose and reported both bills—and. they. ‘a iy 
were both ordered to be engrossed forathird reading. . = = 

The House went into a Committee of the hols, Ue’ Foore in wt 
the chair, on the bill for the relief of Wm. Bartlett, andJohg | © 
Stearns and others ; which, [after some debate, in which Messrs, - ~ 
Newton, M‘Coy, Hosarr, Reev and Tomutnson,. took part,] was, ee 
reported without amendment, and ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. Adjourned. be es 


Tuesday, December 30th, 1823.—Twentieth day. ~~ 


Mr. Mercare, from Kentucky, this day appeared, was qualifi- 
ed, and took his seat. aa 
Mr. Wessrer, from the Committee on the Judiciary, who were. 5 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing an Uni- 
form System of Bankruptcy, reported that it is inexpedient to - 
establish such system. ..-The report was {aid on the table. aceNe sw 

Mr. M‘Lane, from the Committee of Ways and Means, report- . * 
ed unfavorably on the petition of Thomas Findlay ; which was). | | 
coneurred in. eee 

Mr. M‘Lanz, from the same Committee, presented a reporton = 
the petition of John Runsford ; which was laid on the table. ni 

On the motion of Mr. Crowninsmiz.p, the Committee on Na- ite: 
val Affairs were discharged ftom considering the ‘petition of Harri-- > 
et Carter, and it was referred to the Committee on the N avy Pea- : 
sion Fund. 

On motion of Mr. Lirtie, the Committee on Pensions and Re- 
volutionary Claims was discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of Francis Price, and the petition was laid on the table. nuchgl 

Mr. Kent, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported a bill to confer certain porwers on the Levy Court of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, and for otber purposes ; 
which was twice read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Rankin, the Committee on the Public Lands 
was discharged from considering the petition of certain. inhabi- 
tants of St. Joseph’s. ic the Bay of Miami of Lake Erie. 

Mr. SLoane, froin the Committee on Elections, presented a fa- 
vorable report on the petition of Parmenio Adams, who claims the 
seat of Isaac Wilson, Kenresentative from the State of New-York, 
which with the accompanying papers, was referred to a commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

The resolution ofered yesterday by Mr. Coox, (2) was taken up 
and agreed to, nem. con. 
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ed to the Marshals and Attorneys for said districts, the same daily compensa - 
tion asis allowed to the same officers in other districts,” 

Mr. WEssTER stated that by a reference to the actual law on this subject, it 
would be found that the genera] law of 1799, making provision for the compen- 
sation of the Marshals and Attorneys of the several states, provided, among 
other things, that a daily allowance of five dollars per days attendance on the 
courts on the business of the United States should be allowed to the Marshal, 
and a like sum to the Attorney of the United States, for each judicial district. 
In the year 1314, an act was passed, which applied to partichlar districts, Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode Island, the Eastern Districtof New York, &c. repealing the 
daily allowance to these officers in those districts. The ground of this partial 
change was, that, under the peculiar circumstances of that day (during the 
war) the commercial districts afforded to these officers so great emoluments, in 
the shape of fees and forfeitures, that the stated compensation was thought to 
be superfluous, and was therefore repealed as to those districts, 7 


* This bill provides, “ That in. suits commenccd in the Courts of the United’) 2° 7" 
States, after the passage of this act, to recover damages for the violation ofany 
right arising under Letters Patent, lawfully issued, for any new and useful in- 
vention, Giscovery, or improvement, costs shall be allowed to the plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, in all cases, where the sum recovered by him or them shall not be 
less than one hundred dollars.”’ . PRS, AR Ae 

Mr. WessTeEr explained the reason of the committee for reporting this bilt:" anh: 
The general law forbids all recovery of costs in the Courts of the United States, 
where the amount of the judgment is less than 500 dollars. This minimum, 
as applicable to cases generally, Mr. W. said, was perhaps too high, but, as re- 
lated to cases of recovery of damages for violation of patent rights, it was sup- 
posed there were particularly strong reasons why it showld be redu¢ed. Suits © 
of that description are instituted not so much to recover great damages as to ~~ #9 * 
establish the right of the inventors. The right may be a very important one, ~~ ~ 
and yet the violation of it in particular instances may not involve heavy dam- ” 
ages. Inordinary cases, the right of suing in the courts of the United States 
has been regarded as a privilege, persons possessing it having the option te ~*~ 
avail themselves of it or to resory to the State Courts, &e. But, with respect’ °° 
to patent rights, as that subject is exclusively im the possession of the general .°* | 
government, the whole right being created by the laws of Congress, and the in-° ° 
jured person being obliged to sue in the courts of the United States orno where,” 
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it seemed right to énlarge the law so fax as to allow costs to the plaintiff in alt “= 


cases arising under the law of ‘patents, where the dainages awatjed should “© 
amount to one hundred dollars, ASS SP Se BIT 







—— = . 







tee on pes 
jy anc ea 
joally restrain 



























Mr, Rycu@) 


om hunting ¢ 


pot been extin 


ip the Indian 
Mr. VANCE 
t clause, 
roadie with 
as mov 
Mr. FLoyp, 
ofthe Sth of . 
nance Depart 
Mr. Livres 
fo the a 
ment. * 
twas taken, ¢ 
The questi 
tee, and agres 
On motion 
eon Revo 
propriety of 
inia, On the 
On motion 
Post Office a 
diency of est 
county, Pen 
On motion 
Judiciary be 
and amendin 
viding comp 
wegen i 
rts of the 
« forth as 
of the Circe 
On motio 
Post Roads, 
lishing a Pa 
nesee, ip th 
Rochester t 
the cow 
pss throug 
On moti 
the Post O 
pediency 0 
county of J 
Territory | 
The Ho 
The en; 
relief of 
others ;” ¢ 
ompensati 
in mention 
the Senate 
The en 
athird tir 
the Comm 
itering tt 
from thirt 
ed, 





* Mr. Ri 
Western be 
dans, whic 
taid to he 
could, und 
bad been: d 
zation, be 
brethren iz 
orrespond 
unhappy fi 
pig, and < 
carry awa 
us have t 
_ Which refe 
this, he w 
events of t 
more effic 
bot be der 

uoops fro 











ion NATIONAL JO 


& 
Ae 


ee 


ere 
OO 


URNAL EXTRA Jon, 7, 1824—No. &. 


= 


—_— 


by 
detail 











Mr. Ryct-offered the following :* 
jee ON indian Affairs be inst 
ity and expediency of adopti 
ally restrain 


‘ted to inquire into tl 
either citizens of ji 
fom hunting or trapping on lands to which the Indian title has 


practicabi- 
seasures Which shall more effec- 
“the United States or foreigners 


jot been extinguished, and exclude foreigners from a participation 
ig the Indian trade. (1) 

Mr. Vance moved to amend the resolution by striking out the 
pst clause, (to exclude foreigners from the Indian trade,) but af- 
yerwards withdrew the amendment, and the resolution was adopt- 
ed, as moved by Mr. Ricu. - 

Mr. FLoyp, of Va.moved to refer the Message of the President 
ofthe Sth of January last, relative to the expenditures of the Ord- 
sance Department to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Lirrce, of Md. moved to refer the Message and Documents 
othe Standing Committee on the expenditures of the War De- 

rtment. The question on this motion being the first in order, 
twas taken, and megatived, 99 to 67. me ; 

The question was then taken on referring it to a select commit- 
tee, and agreed to. ' 

On motion of Mr. P. P. Barsovr, Resolved, That the Commit- 
ye on Revolutionary Pensions be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of reinstating Henry Hines, of the county of Louisa, Vir- 
ginia, on the Revolutionary pension list. ve 

On motion of Mr. Rocers, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the’expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Bethlehem, Northampton 
county, Pennsylvania, to Mauch Chunk, in said county. 

On motion of Mr. Hayven, Resolved, That the Committee on the 












and amending the third section of an act, entitled “* An act for pro- 
viding compensation for the marshals, clerks, attorneys, jurors, and 
witnesses, in the courts ofthe United States, and to repeal certain 
parts of the acts therein mentioned, and for other purposes,” so 
far forth as the provisions thereof affect the compensation of clerks 
of the Circuitand District Courts of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Marvin, Resolved, ‘That the Committee on 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a Post’ Route from the town of Barree, in the county of Ge- 
nesee, in the state of New-\ ork, to intersect the post route from 
Rochester to Lewistown, oh iue ridge road, in the town of Gaines, 
uthe county and state aforesaid : said contemplated post route to 
pss through the village of Newport, on the Erie Canal. 

On motion of Mr. Ricuarp, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a Post Road from Mount Clemens, in the 
county of Macomb, to Fultonville, in the county of St. Clair, im the 
Territory of Michigan : 

The House then passed to the orders of the day. 

The engrossed Bills “ for the relief of Jacob Babbitt ;” “for the | 
relief of William Bartlett, John Stevens, Nathaniel: Barber; and 
others ;” and “to repeal.in part an act entitled an act to lessen the 
ompensation for Marshals, Clerks, and Attorneys, in the cases there- 
in mentioned,’? wereseverally read atbird time, pAsseD, and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. 

The engrossed Bill ‘* concerning costs in certain cases,’’ was read 
athird time, and on motion of Mr. Wricur, was recommitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruction to amend it by 
itering the minimum of damages on which costs should be allowed, 


irom therty to one hundred dollars, as the bill was originally report- 
ed, 











* Mr. Ricw said that during the last season, there had occurred op our 
Western borders, @ killing and wounding of traders, and a slaughtering of In- 
cians, which was.much to be regretted.. The attack made by the Indiansis 
said to have been unprovoked. He did not entertain a doubt, that all that 
could, under the existing laws, be done to preveut so unhappy an occurrence, 
bad been done by the. Executive. He believed, however, it would, on inyesti- 
tation, be found, that.the laws had ‘been violated, and the rights ofour red 
brethren infringed. In support of his remarks, Mr. R. read certain parts of the 
‘orrespondenee which.had been submitted to the House on this subject This 
unhappy fracas had arisen, it seemed, while our traders were marching, trap- 
ping, and counter-matching, The object of this expedition, was to procure and. 
‘arry away that game to which the Indian tribes had as just a right as any of, 
\s have to the. property:we hold. In relation to ‘that part of the resolution 

_ which refers to the exclusion of foreigners from this trade, unless we could effect 
‘his, he was persuaded we need look for. nothing but a continual recurrence of 
tvents of the same kind as had occurred—a constant waste of human life. . If 
nore efficient means to preserve pacific relations with the Indian tribes could 
hot be devised, or were impracticabie, then we had better withdraw, at ence, our 


That the Commit- | 
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Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of explaining || 


nto committee ofthe whole, (Mr. Incuam 1 


——— 


"The House went i fn 


jthe Chair,)on the Bill for the relief of William Kendall. The 


Bill, together with the report of the committée on the case, having 
been read ;. the Bill was reported without amendment, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The committee of the whole was discharged from the further 
consideration of the Bill for the relief of John Jenkins, which was 
recommitted to the Committee on Private Lan« Claims. 

The House went into committee of the whole, (Mr. Foor of 
Conn. in the chair,) on the bill for the relief of Sarah Chitwood; 
which was reported without amendment, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Conpicr 
in the chair) onthe bill for the .relief of certain distillers of Berks 
county, Pennsylvania, which having been read, together with the 
report of the Committee of Ways and Means thereon, made at a 
‘former session.of Congress, the committee rose and reported the 
bill without amendment, and it was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. Adjourned. 


Wednesday, December 31st, 1823.— Twenty-first day. 


Mr. Mitcen, of Pennsylvania, appeared, was duly qualified, and 
took his seat. 

Mr. Winstiams, from the committee of Claims, made a report on 
the petition of Samuel Edsall, which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wiitiams, from the Committee of Claims, under the in- 
struction of the House, reported a bill for the relief of Garret 
Fountain.» The bill having been read— 

Mr. Witviams moved that the same might be recommitted to 
the same Committee, with instructions to inquire whether any de- 
posites of provisions were required by proper authority to be made 
in advance at the place where the house of said Fountain was 
erected ; so as to bring it within the true character or technical 
definition of a stationary post. 

‘his motion for re-commitment was superseded by a motion to 
refer the bill to a Committee of the Whole ; and the bill was re- 
ferred accordingly. 

Mr. Lirtue, from the Committee on Pensions and Revolutiona- 
ry Claims, made a report on the petition of Eliza Dill; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Lirrce, from the same committee, reported a bill concern- 
ing invalid pensions ; which was read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. Gurtey: Resolved, That the Committee on 
Public Lands be directed to inquire into the justice and expedien- 
cy of granting to actual setilers in that part of the State of Lou- 
isiana, lying East of the Mississippi and Island of Orleans, a right 
| of pre-emption to public lands, in the same manner, and for the 
| same period of time after possession thereof by the Government of: 
| the United States, as was granted to such settlers in the late Ter- 
|titory of Orleans, after possession thereof as aforesaid.* 
| Oa motion of Mr. Gaztay, Resolved, That the Committee on 
ithe Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the title and right 
,of the United States in. and to one township of land reserved for 
certain purposes in the contract entered into with John C. Symmes, 
as mentionedin the laws passed in 1792 and 1803 relating thereto. 

Mr. CamBRreLENG moved that the documents relating to the con- 
tested votes in the election of Mr. Witson, of New-York be print- 
ed. Agreed to. 
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* Mr. G. observed, that there was a material difference between the situa- 
tion of the two regions of country embraced within the state of Louisiana. Both 
of them had, indeed been acquired at the same time, by the treaty with France ; 
but; in one of these districts, possession was accompanied with title; in the 
other not. In the old territory of Orleans, pre-emption rights »xtend to eleven — 
years; iv the other part of the state, only to foar years. Mr. G. insisted on the 
impropriety of such a difference between citizens of the same state, as a ground 
for the inquiry proposéd by his resolution. oS Ae 

+ Mr. G. stated that, in the year 1787, John C. Symmes had entered into a 
contract with the United States for one niillion of acres of land, commonly de- 
signated ‘as, ‘the Miami Purchase.” In 1792, not being able to pay for the ~ 
whole: of; this tract; he petitioned that the extent of bis contract might be cur- 
tailed to 300,000 acres—certain reservations, made in tbe first contract, for the 
purpose of encouraging education, being continuetl unchanged. ‘The patent 
which issued under the last form of this contract, reserved one entire township, 
as nearly in the centré of the tract as might be, for this use. In 1803, Congress 
passed another act on the subject, allowing the reservation of any one complete 
township, and, in case of non-compliance, compelling an execution of the truct, 
unless the payment of ($15,360 would release the obligation. By this it was 
manvifest that, at that time, Congress viewed itself as holding the fee of thisland. 
In consequence, there Was a charge to that alnount standing against J.C. 











uoops from the Lndian-country altogether, 


Symmes, on the public books,’since the year 1792, 
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Mr. Beecster moved to take up the bill for extending the Cum 
berland Road. Carried, ayes 73, noes 70. ‘Che bill was then, on 
the motion of Mr. B. referred to the committee of the whole. | 

Ov motion of Mr. Moone, of Ken. Resolved, That the Com- 
mittee on Commerce be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing ports of eatry and delivery at Louisville, Kentucky, 
Cincinnati, in Ohio, and St. Louis, in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Post Office snd Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Newtown ‘Trap, in the 
county of Frederick, to Sharpsburg, in the county of Washing 
ton, Md. 

The bill from the Senate, concerning discriminating dulies and 
imposts [for reviving the laws suspending them on vessels from 
certain ports io the North of Europe, which expire on the Ist Jan. 
1824,} was taken up, read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading this day. 

The engrossed bills ‘‘ for the relief of William Kendall,” “for 
the relief of Sarah Chitwood,” ‘+ for the relief of certain Distillers of 
the county of Berks, in the State of Pennsylvania, were severally read 
a third time, passep, and sent to the Senate. for concurrence. 

The bill from the Senate, concerning Discriminating Duties and 
Jmposts, was then reada third time, passep, and returned to the 
Senate. 

The House went into committee of the whole, (Mr, Tayxon in 
the chair,) on the report of the Committee of Claims on the Me- 
morial of the Levy Court of Calvert County, Maryland. e 

Mr. Neace moved to strike out the word “ not,”’ in this report. 

The question on striking out the negative word of the report, 
was taken, and decided in the negative : for striking out, 53 ; against 
it, 94, 

The Committee then rose, and reported the resolution without 
amendment, and it was adopted by the House. 

A message from the President of the United States, was received 
by Mr. Mosher, his private Secretary ; which was read. ddjourned 
Additional Select Committees. 

On Beaumarchais’ Claim—Measrs. Tuck ir, of Va. Livincston, BAECK, 
TysoN, and Rives. 

The following 1s the Committee appointed on Mr. FLoyp’s motion for an in- 


quiry into the expediency of occupying the mouth of the OrEGon, (Columbia :) 
Messrs. FLorp, Gura.Ley, Scotr, HAYDEN, BassEeTT, Frost, and BAYLIES. 












































[* The claim involved in this case is forthe value of the court-house of the 
county, alleged to have been destroyed because it bad been occupied as quar- 
ters by forces of the United States. ‘The report is against the claim. | 


See eis 


Naa | SOURNAL, EXTRA — Jon 7 4 102.4—Ne 8 8. 


Mee ér 
‘: wp 


_ The spirits pea health of o our r little oinket ee mock ber 
could be expected. “We have six guns mounted on our 
we have supported by a musket shot-proof barricade. ~ We tt 
constrticted them as to include only about two-thirds of ¢ Wid, 
the families without rétiring within. Bath ks! 
~ fam nearly reinstated in the enjoyment of health. Ve ar 
ed toincrease our stock’ of provisions, ammunition, &¢. 
vessel arriving in the road, provided she havethem. 
I have this day drawn on Mr, Beattie for $272 10, and 
you, sir, herewith, the bill of Captain Daily. We ve 
need an increase of our numbers ; men with xo, or with s 
milies ; more hard shot, provisions and clothing, stone’ hash he 
masons. a 
We can now, with difficulty, muster thirty men fit for 
These are obliged to stand upon their arms night and d 
with a sufficient supply of good provisions and clothing, th 
will eventually set easy, and occasion no waste of const 
vigor. 
I shall endeavor to do my own duty, and make the f 
theirs. Human weakness can reach no further. ‘The t 
tional guns at Norfolk, twenty-five soldiers, and ‘the forti 
spoken of in the preceding letter, (which, from the ab 
stone on the very ground, can soon be erected,) im my 
would secure to us a peace.as lasting and universal as cod be 
sired ; while the people of the agency could pursue the’ 
which they came tu Africa, and improvements in er rR de 
arts rapidly extend their influence in this part of Africa.’ } 
J. ASH MUN, Acting Agent for liberated Afri ‘ang. 
November 26th, (evening, 
Sir : Our negotiation with our perfidious enemies seems to bare 
entirely failed of its object. . They are bent on oor rain, Wea 
only resolve to stand, and wait assistance. The presence of on 
sel of war would deter them forever from attacking the sett! m 
Ten additional labourers, with one or two well acquainted with sig 
mason work, united with what assistance we could give ee 


Miz, 


} in four weeks time, complete a tower, battery, and wall, w 


beg leave to repeat, would so entirely command the whole 

ing country, as to ensure here, as it has invariably done else 
perpetual peace, or something very nearly resembling it. Wel 
only had time to begin the labor ; and, while our people. all liga 
their arms nearly every night, never can finish it. Permit 

in these circumstances, to hope for the aid asked, without beip vi 
appoioted. Bs 
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bert T. Spence, Lieut. Perry, Dr. Eli Ayres, and J. Ashmuy, relating to the 
Establishment at Cape Mesurado. 


To aggravate our other losses, we have had seven “of ¢ our¢ 
dren carried captives ; the oldest about twelve. We hear Ji 
them daily ; they appear to be as well treated as savage tend 
knows how to express itself towards them. According to acy 
of the country, it may be confidently expected the children wilh 
restored, of course, on the settlement of peace. rf 
Loss on the American side, in the engagement of the 1 
Killed, 1 man, 1 woman; mortally injured, and since dead | 
man ; desperately do. 1 woman and 1'man, by bursting his a 

musket ; badly do. 2 men ; slightly do. 1 woman ; carried capiig 
7 children. Whole number of sufferers, 15, 3 ASHMUS 

Hon. Smita THompsoy, 

Secretary Navy ot the United States. 


G. ‘- ca 
Extract of a letter from J. Ashmun, Acting Agent of the United States for’ 























Mr. Ashmun, acting Agent at Cape Mesurado, to the Secretary of the Navy. 
Cape Mesurado, November 26th, 1822, (morning.) 

Sin: 1 had the honor of writing you by the Shark, on the 9th ul- 
timo, and, subsequently, by the “ Strong,” in a very weak and sick- 
ty condition, We are now engaged in a bloody and perilous war 
with all the native tribes around us. On the morning of the 1}th we 
were attacked by eight handred, who were repulsed, after doing 
us some injury, with the loss of nearly one hundred killed on the 
spot. 
F Eabsoqualily, we have been employed in a negotiation for peace, 
which | fear will fail. We expect another assault to be made on us 
in two or three days. The force is powerful in numbers, poorly 
armed, and cowardly. We hope, with God’s help, to hold out till 
aid arrives from some quarter. Now, ita vessel of war lay in the 


rated Africans, tothe Secretary of the Navy, dated Cape Mestrrads,| 

cember 7th, 1822. 

*‘ In haste, I beg leave to inform you that, on San 
last, the 2d, we sustained, with the loss of 1 killed and 2 baily 
wounded, a second attack of the natives ; their nawibnes are F 
at 1,500. 

The Africans sent here by the government of the United 
are all still uohurt, with the exception of the one wounded’ te 
bursting of his own piece. 

Our whole fighting force, including 10° of the African yout, 
now 25. We have lost, in killed and wounded, in the ac’ .one oft 
11th November, and 2d inst. 7 of our best men.” We are at pi 
the gm by 13 men, marines, under the command of a} 
man, belongi joned for 
weeks ; an ewes detention here, for that time, - will cause 1 





“harge to the American Eh mesg A negotiation 
been opened by Captain Laing, Bt. Lt. Infantry, _ a 





voad, all these bostile movements would probably have been pre- 
vented. . 
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(a 
moderate addition 
ed. It consists of 2 bbls. 1) ; 
jp, 61b. shot, 1000 muskets balls, and 1 keg of musket cartridges. 
_ But Captain Laing’s exertions in negotiating a peace, and proba- 
bly securing to us a truce, has laid the American government and 
I society under the greatest obligations. They positively refused 
sen to treat, freely, with an American ;. but promised, on nalty 
fihe severest ‘visitation, toabide by whatever terms the English, 
through Governor M‘Carthy, shall prescribe. | had begun to treat 
with them often before, but, invariably, they violated their promis- 
és, and, finally, assured us they would die in the struggle, or des- 
troy us ; and fully convinced me that all overtures for peace were 
fruitless, till they had suffered another repulse. This they have 
suflered, and, in this situation, Captain Laing found them, * Be as- 
sred, Sir, that British mediation shall extend, in this business, to 
no improper length, if I live, and have wisdom to judge correctly 
oo the subjects. The calling in of their aid I believe to have been 
asolutely necessary to our existence here 20 days longer, and the 
promptness with which it came, evinced it to be the dictate of friend- 
hip, and sensibility of feeling. 

ican, Sir, afiirm, with confidence, that at least 2000 slaves are 

mually shipped from the Bay made by the projection of Capes 
Mount and Mesurado ; an armed vessel stationed there, and 24 sol- 
diers ashore, would divert the traflic at least to some other part of 
the coast, and greatly reduce its extent.”’ 

H. 
Extract of a letter from Lieut. Com. M. C. Perry to the Secretary of the Navy, 
dated United States’ Schooner Shark, Norfolk, December 12, 1822, 

“On the 25 of July, off Havana, I fell in with the U. 8S. frigate 
Macedonian, Captain Biddle, from whom If received orders to pro- 
ceed (so soon as F could make arrangements) to the Coast of Africa ; 
being at that time entirely destitute of provisions, stores, &c. 1 was 
partly supplied by Captain Biddle ; but these supplies came very 
far short of the quantity required for so long a cruise, and it conse- 
quently became necessary for us to stop at some port in the West 
Indies, to complete the necessary requisitions. Therefore, after 
touching at Thompson’s Island, where we overhauled and cleaned 
the vessel, and despatclred the piratical prize schooner Bandara D. 
Sangare to the United States, we sailed on our cruise, putting into 
Nassau (N. P.) for the requisite supplies, whence we.departed on 
the 14th of August, and arrived upon the Coust of Africa on the 
93d of the énsuing month. ‘After remaining on the coast until the 
lith of October, I, in obedience to orders, directed my course to- 
wards the West Indies, and made Barbadoes in 15 days: there it 
became necessary to the health and comfort of the-crew, that we 
should stop, for refreshments and provisions ; these being procured, 
we sailed for the Mona Passage, thence to Jamaica, for convoy and 
water. From Jamaica we passed round Cape Antonio, through 
the Gulf of Florida, to this port.” 

‘‘ At the period of our departure from Mesurado (the 8th of Oc- 
tober). the settlers were occupied in the improvement of their set- 
tlement, clearing the land, erecting houses, and perfecting their 
fortifications; and | am of opinion that the termination of the next 
dry season, will leave them in a state comparatively prosperous ; 
they apprehended no hostilities from the natives, and appeared 
much pleased with their situation.” 

* During my. stay upon the coast, I could not even hear of an 
American slaving vessel ; and, { am fully impressed with the belief, 
that. there is not one at present afloat.” 


Extract of a letter from J. Ashmun to Capt. Spence, dated Cape Mesurado, 
March $1, 1823. 

Sin : Owing to the extraordinary reversés to which the establish- 
ment at this place, including an asylum for liberated captives, and a 
» colony of free coloured people, from the United States, bas been 
. subjected ; and the circumstance of no vessel arriving from America 
With supplies, curing this trying period ; we are reduced to the 
» Becessity.of applying to you for such relief and supplies as our more 
; urgent, wants require, and your situation may enable you to furnish. 
. The absence of a-small armed vessel from the roads of Mesurado, 
») tertainly invited, those aggressions of the ative tribes, in conse- 
-. quence of which, all our improvements haye been nearly suspend- 
». ed for.several months, and the settlement surrounded with the hor- 
Tors of a savage war, 73 

A slight i into the policy of these tribes, will discover, that 
they never will venture to assail an establishment on shore, which 


to our ammunition. ‘No bilf of it has been pre- || bas the support 
100 }bs. each) Cannon’ Powder ; 28° 


— 


ee 
of even the most inconsiderable naval force. Your 
foresight has produced for us this important means of security, by 
repairing, manning, and allotting to the protection of the establisb- 
ment, the schooner Augusta; ber presence at Mesurado will like- 
wise have a most salutary influence in checking the sale and trans- 
portation of slaves in the neighbourhood of the Cape. 

‘These inhuman practices, I regret to state, are to the present 
hour continued here, without restraint or disguise. Permit me to 
suggest the propriety of an application to our Government to have 
this vessel commissioned, to employ her force against such Ameri- 
can vessels as may visit that part of the coast included between the 
capes Mount and Mesurado. This service she might in my opinion, 
render the cause of humanity, without the least detriment to that to 
which she is specifically appointed. 

[have already had the honour to represent to our Government 
my views, in relation not only to the utility, but the absolute neces- 
sity of an efficient and well constructed work of defence, both for 
,our security against the insults and aggressions of the natives, and 
jto add respectability to the establishment, in the estimation of for- 
leigners.. Since those representations were communicated, we have 
unhappily been able to add the corroborative testimony of expe- 
rience to their trath and importance. The native tribes, jured on 
by the hopes of getting possession of our stores, and observing no- 
thing formidable in our means of defence, have. attempted, by the 
| utmost exertion of their power, our extermination ; and a ship of 
war was actually sent by the acting commander of a large naval 
force, employed on this coast, to erect a foreign flag in the midst of 
our settlement, and transfer the jurisdiction of the Cape and neigh- 
boring coast, and the allegiance of our people, to his own Govern- 
ment! To such insults and injuries the establishment must always 
continue to be liable while destitute of the work in question. A just 
regard to the character of the nation imperiously demands, in my 
opinion, that the agency which it has seen fit to establish on this 
coast, for the most benevolent of purposes, should ensoy such a 
protection. Iam happy, Sir, to perceive that, on this subject, 
your views perfectly accord with my own; and was prepared on 
your arrival to ask for a part of the aid, which, in anticipafion of 
any request on my part, you, Sir, so prompily offered from your ship, 
for the erection of a permanent and powerful fortification. The 
labor and expense which the entire completion of this work will re- 
quire, must necessarily be corisiderable—but its utility will be still 
greater ; and | have that confidence in the wisdom and liberality of 
our Government, that | would cheerfully share any pecuniary re- 
sponsibility incurred in its erection, although without the authority 
of aspecilic order. 

Vitally connected with the welfare of the settlement, is the pre- 
servation of the lives, and, as far as possible, the health, of the 
agents of Government. Nothing will contribute more essentially to 
this desirable end than a comfortable habitation ; several valuable 
lives have been unquestionably sacrificed for want of this conveni- 
ence, and, in alluding to this subject, the recollection of an irrepara- 
ble personal loss, powerfully intrudes itself upon my feelings. The 
accompanying Circumstances were distressing: a female, of most 
delicate constitution, lying under the influence of a mortal fever, in 
the corner of a miserable hut, (to ventilate which in a proper man- 
ner was impossible) on a couch Jiterally dripping with water, which 
a roof of thatch was unable to exclude ; recovery under such circum- 
stances was impossible : and the mortal struggle almost brought re- 
lief to the agonised feelings of surviving friendship. 

A due regard to the preservation of my own Inte, and that of my 
successors, determined me to erect a comfortable house for the resi- 


| dence of the agents ; but, destitute both of suitable materials and of 


good mechanics, | could hardly have effected my purpose without 
the aid, in both these respects, which has been received from the 
Cyane. Against the important advantages of having a commodious 
house erected at this time in the settlement, no judicious person 
will weigh the expenses incurred by the purchase of lumber, and 
the subsistence and pay of the workmen. ‘I'he house is nearly com- 
pleted, in a most airy situation, ang commands one of the finest 
prospects in Western Africa. 

The propriety of soliciting the aid of workmen from on board the 
ship under your command, will, | hope, Sir, be obvious, when 1 in- 
form you, that, of our small company of labourers, consisting only 
of thirty individuals, seven of the very best were either killed, or 
entirely disabled, in our conflicts with the natives, and that, the 
want of mechanical skill aside, the remainder are, to the present 
hour, obliged to mount guard every second night. Without help 











from the ship, we must either have left these works unattempted or 
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unfinished, or bave-accomplished them in a most rude and unap- 
propriate style, i . 

The other improvements, to which the industry of a number of 
your crew has been directed, are scarcely less important ; and all 
together will afford us that security against external annoyance, 
and those domestic accommodutions, during a rainy season of several 
months continuance, which we could not otherwise have hoped 
to enjoy. 

To R. T. Spence, Esq. com, the U. 5. S. Cyane, off Mesurado. 

J. 
. Extract of a letter from Capt. R. T. Spence to J. Ashmun. 
U.S. Ship Cyane, Western Africa, Mesurado, Ist April, 4523, 

Sir: Your communication of the 3)st ult. | have had the hon- 
our to receive. Arriving on the coast of Africa alter a long cruise 
in the West Indies, with my crew enleebled by the heat o. that cli- 
mate, my own health in a precarious state, and that of some of my 
officers equally so, 1 should have felt it my duty to return, after a 
short tarry, immediately to the United States, bad it not been for 
circumstances the most unexpected. Informed of your destitute 
situation, occasioned by the disasters of a war brought on by diffi- 
culties growing out of the nature of your settlement; moved by a 
sympathy and commiseration which suffering ought always to ex- 
cite; wholly regardless of all personal sacritice, | assumed a re- 
sponsibility the emergency doubiless will justify; and, in antici- 
pation of your requisition, provided such a supply of necessary 
subsistence as will enable you togo through the approaching rains 
without fear of famine—thereby ensuring, I trust, your final success. 

The officers and crew of the Cyane bave been engaged, day and 
night, in repairing, and getting in readiness for the service tor 
which she will hereafter be applied, the schooner Augusta, found 
at Sierra Leone, deserted, and nearly destroyed. I shall teave he. 
on the coast when I go hence, in a condition not less good than 
when first launched, with exception of ber copper, which, however, 
will be sufficient for several-years to come ; she is placed in charge 
of a careful officer, well provided, and suitably armed. | promise 
myself that much-good will result from her continued presence, 
and trust that your own expectations will be fully realized, from 
her remaining in the vicinity of the Cape. 


[ 
It gives me great pleasure to contribute to your personal com- 


fort ; not so much to your comfort in accommodation, as to reseu- 
ing you from a hovel, which a continuance in would almost forbid 


a hope of your recovery ; and which, from the Surgeon’s report, ||) 


am induced to believe would insure your death during the ensuing 
rainy season. 

T’he tower | have commenced, | trust will prove to you a “ tower 
of strength ;” the impression it is calculated to make, the security 
it cannot fail to afford, will produce a two-fold operation ; and be 
of infinite importance in many respects, all of which are too ob- 
vious to require exposition. 


Monrovia, June 18, 1823. 

Sin: We arrived at Mesurado onthe 24th May, alter a pas- 
sage of thirty-two days from Cape Henry. I find the Colonists 
‘have all been employed by Captain Spence, since his arrival here, 
on a fortification, which was not coinpleted when I arrived. A 
few daysafter | arrived, about one sixth part of the wall tumbled to 
its base, and the rest bas given way in every direction. I belive 
it will be fess work to build a new one, than to repair the old. 
Previous to the attack of the natives, our people had got gardens 
enclosed, and vegetables flourishing finely ; and, had it not been 
for this event, and they could have had asmail part of their labour 
to bestow on their lots, they would have been amply prepared to 
have maintained themselves; but, when the enemy came upoo 
them, they were obliged to take up their garden fences to make a 
palisade of defence. Their gardens were a!l destroyed, and not so 
much asa hill of beans is growing in the colony. ‘The rainy sea- 
son has now fully commenced, and very little labour can be done 
untit the next dry seacon, which will be in November. 

‘This will make it necessary to continue the laborers at the pub- 
lic expense longer than L had contemplated in my former report, 
as I had expected a much more favourable state of affairs here. 

One of the captured Africans was killed in the battle, and there 
is much jealousy of the natives against them, for fear of retaliation 
sor their being sold. ~~‘ I would therefore respectfully recommend to 
Government, not to send out any more captured Africans, until the 
requisite buildings can be erected, and a regular establishment 
made for them. Should it please God to restore my health and 
preserve my life, this will be accomplished in the dry season, anda 


| regular system of management entered upon, when a 
likely to be in the possession of Government could be~ 
But, shoald I-be called away by death, it would be hi dab. 
gerous,; from the spirit which these have manifested, to multiply 
their number, without more efficient government being held ove 
them than has been. ‘ 

If it should please God to spare my life, I will endeavour to hay, 
the building erected early in the next season, ri 

A fatality has attended every proceeding on this affair; but, if! 
live, and am supported so I can stay here, | hope 8000 to alter 
matters, and set them on a better footing ; but, should any of iy, 
common casualties happen the trading company formed in Balij. 
more, that they should fail to comply with their contract, ang 
find myself neglected by both government and society, out of 
provisions, clothing, &c. 1 shall leave the place and the cauge jj 
despair. 

The U. S. schooner Augusta has undergone a partial 
but so slightly that she was thought to be hardly sea-worthy; by 
Mr. Dashiell, who was left in command of her, has ven ' 
her to Sierra Leone, to get some further repairs, to enable him 
ride out the rains. He was in a very bad state of health. This 
system of repairing, out here, is very expensive, and is so 
done, and poorly commanded and manned, as to be of no sety 

othe colony. I beg leave to press, with the utmost urgency, ay, 
security to the captured Africans, and the success of thig 
that government keep here a vessel prudently commanded and well 
manned. ee 

‘here is but one man who came out with me, but what js 
down with the fever. I was taken a week ago, and have not 
been able to see them since; but they are all doing well. We 
have had five deaths, most of them from foolish obstinacy, Tho 
the worst is over with me. I have got so can sit up a few minute 
at a time, in which way this letter ie written. E. AYRES. 

The Hon, Smith Thompson, Secretary Navy U. 8. 7. a 
| , L. a 
Extract of a letter from Captain Robert T. Spence to the Secretary of the’ Na 

vy, dated United States’ Ship Cyane, Quarantine Ground, New-York, Jun. 
| 22, 1823. 

“ After an absence of twelve months from the United States, ir 
the West Indies and on the coast of Africa, 1 have the honour 
announce my arrival at this anchorage ; last from a cruise among 
| the Windward islands. i 

Up to the 24th of March, on which day my latest communiecs 
tions were addressed to you from Sierra Leone, you have bee. 
made acquainted with my olficia! proceedings. Under that date, 
i informed you of the precarious situation of the colony at Cape. 
Mesurado, and of my intention to take prompt and effectual step 
for its rescue and preservation. ‘The schooner Augusta haying 
been speedily equipped and made ready for sea by the activity of my 
officers, and such supply of necessary articles as would relieve the 
immediate wants of the colonists taken on board, together with 





expense to the United States,) 1 proceeded without a moments 
delay to the settlement, examining with due care the intermediate 
coast. 

On my anchoring, aftera short passage, at Cape Mesurado, 1 
received from Mr. Ashmun, the resident agent, letter marked A, 
which, with other communications, hereto appended, diselose the 
indigent and distressed conditiva of the colony, and forcibly show 
that my arrival was not only most opportune, and my anticipation 
of their wants provident, but, in every respect, essential fo theit 
future safety and preservation. ‘The presence of the ships-at this 
critical juncture, appeared indeed provideotial : for, without the 
succour it was my good fortune to afford, every thing might have 
been apprehended. A renewal of war was jn agitation among the 
hostile princes ; and, from all we could learn, and observe, the 
conclusion was unavoidable, that the entire extermination of the 
colonists must have been the consequence. ‘The Head men were 
in the highest degree exasperated, appearing in no manner incin- 
ed to be appeased ; declaring that they bad never entertained 6 
desiga of selling the Cape; that they had been overreached ; that 
they never poss¢ssed a full understanding of the agreement, (ot 
“ book,”’) and finally, that they never had sold, and never would 
consent to give up, Cape Mesurado, the abode of one of their idea! 
beings, of superstitious veneration ! TONEY eae a ae 




















* The word nof is left out in the original, and inserted here, ap it is apparent 
it should have been in the original. ; ; oa 
(To be continued.) PieRat-o 
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